
Lorenzo de Zavala Environmental Science Academy
3410 Kirby Creek Drive
Grand Prairie, Texas 75052
972-642-0448

Principal: Mary A. Smith

Mission: The mission of Lorenzo de Zavala Environmental Science Academy, in collaboration and partnership with the 
entire community, is to empower students to achieve academic and personal excellence by providing them with real-
life experiences to apply their knowledge. Our vision is to be an exemplary 21st Century Environmental Science Learning 
Community that inspires and educates all students to:

∞  achieve academic and personal excellence
∞  develop curious and creative minds
∞  become ecologically responsible and contributing citizens

∞  Collection of rainwater in a stone water cistern and science stream table 
∞  National site for the monarch butterfly in “A World of Colors Butterfly Habitat” 
∞  Lorenzo’s Garden boasts 29 garden beds for harvesting organic fruits and vegetables 
∞  Empowerment of students through entrepreneurship that encourages financial responsibility 
∞  Chicken Little’s Egg Hut features twelve hens that produce organic eggs and are all cage free 
∞  Student leadership (Student Ambassadors Program) 
∞  Innovative, comprehensive and sustainable conservation program with a continuous real-life focus on  
    conservation through recycling efforts, composting and built-in features offered at the school 
∞  Two outdoor learning environments which include various animal habitats, a growing dome, two storage sheds  
    and a state-of-the-art chicken coop 
∞  Host of several parental involvement events that promote and encourage parent participation 
∞  De Zavala Student Exchange Store 
∞  A monthly school-wide college readiness concentration in Pre-K–5th grade where students are exposed to  
    in-state and out-of-state colleges and universities, as well as an in-depth exploration of environmental science  
    careers and degrees through research, guest speakers, field trips and self-study. 
∞  Age/grade-appropriate environmental engineering taught by a former chemical engineer 
∞  Age/grade-appropriate environmental science curriculum 
∞  Video production and broadcasting opportunities through a well-developed curriculum 
∞  1:1 iPad implementation 
∞  Environmental engineering hour offered weekly in every classroom 
∞  Partnered with Real School Gardens to develop an environmentally friendly and student-centered garden 
∞  Pride Rally gatherings celebrate students’ achievements and accomplishments 
∞  Over 15 afterschool clubs with various focuses for students to explore along with a year-long STEAMPOSIUM club
∞  Opportunities for students to participate in district and community events throughout the year 

About Our School: Lorenzo de Zavala Environmental Science Academy is a student-centered, data-driven, exemplary 
21st Century Environmental Science Learning Community that inspires and educates all students to achieve academic 
and personal excellence, develops curious and creative minds, and empowers students to become ecologically 
responsible and contributing citizens. The academic curriculum offers all courses required by the State of Texas for the 
mastery of standards for each grade level.
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Lorenzo de Zavala Environmental Science Academy continued

∞  One–way dual language offered in K-5th grade and ESL classes offered in K-5th grade 
∞  Campus-wide implementation of Readers’ and Writer’s workshop 
∞  Gifted and talented classes designed to meet the needs of the gifted learner 
∞  Adult education and enrichment (i.e. Parent Leadership Training, Volunteer Training) 
∞  Student leadership through various student organizations (i.e. chess, art, Kindness and Compassion Club, Pep  
    Squad, Lion 5 News, LEGO Robotics, and Select Choir) 
∞  Comprehensive guidance counseling program which addresses campus, classroom and individual student needs 
∞  Frequent recognition of student achievements and accomplishments (incentive programs including de Zavala  
    Dollars for academic and behavioral excellence) 
∞  Continuous monitoring of interventions designed to meet students’ needs 
∞  Technologically infused instruction (i.e. Discovery Education, Prodigy, Raz-Kids, Renaissance Learning, Kurtzweil  
    3000, Fast Forward, innovative engaging technology lessons) 
∞  Continuous study through PBL (Project-Based Learning) 
∞  Family Involvement Nights (i.e. Literacy, Science and Math nights) 
∞  Character boosting programs (i.e. Capturing Kids’ Hearts, Rachel’s Challenge, Handprints on Hearts, Positive  
    Behavior Support) 
∞  Ongoing campus needs-based professional development for all staff members 
∞  Active and productive PTA 
∞  LEP students assessed with Woodcock-Muñoz to monitor development of language in both English and Spanish 
∞  PTA’s yearly book fair, de Zavala Mash, Valentine Parent-Child Dance, Box Tops, etc. 
∞  Exploration of desired professions and degrees through guests speakers, research, and field trips 
∞  Opportunities for parent leadership in over 15 student clubs and organizations

Traditional Features

About Our Staff: Our teachers are well prepared for the classroom and motivated to build strong partnerships with 
parents to ensure a collaborative learning environment. Twenty-one percent of our staff have their master’s degree, 
and all have been specially trained in the Flippen Group’s “Capturing Kids’ Hearts” program because we know, “If you 
have a child’s heart, you have their head too.” When you have a child’s commitment to learning, they become ready to 
succeed in the global community.

Received the state’s highest accountability rating of “Met Standard”


